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Dublin/Wicklow MRT
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Sligo/Leitrim MRT
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Introduction to the
Irish Mountain
Rescue Association
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The Irish Mountain Rescue Association (IMRA) 
is a registered charity (CHY10412) and is  the 
representative body of the twelve Imountain 
rescue teams that operate through out the 
island of Ireland:

1. 	 Donegal Mountain Rescue Team
2. 	 Dublin Wicklow Mountain Rescue Team
3. 	 Galway Mountain Rescue Team
4. 	 Glen of Imaal Mountain Rescue Team
5. 	 Kerry Mountain Rescue Team
6. 	 Mayo Mountain Rescue Team
7. 	 Mourne Mountain Rescue Team
8. 	 North West Mountain Rescue Team
9. 	 Search and Rescue Dog Association (SARDA)
10. 	 Sligo Leitrim Mountain Rescue Team
11. 	 South Eastern Mountain Rescue Association (SEMRA)
12. 	 Tramore Cliff Rescue Team

The twelve teams consists of over 350 men and women who provide 
a voluntary emergency service to people lost or injured while walking 
or climbing in the mountain ranges of Ireland. This 24 hour 999/112 
emergency service is funded by government funds and public donations.

The Irish Mountain Rescue Association (IMRA) 
has the following objectives:-

1.	 To assess and keep under review the requirements of mountain 
rescue services. 

2. 	 To establish mountain rescue services as required to benefit the 
public.

3. 	 To act as a central organisation in liaison with civil and service 
authorities.

Current roles for mountain rescue 
teams include:

• 	 Mountain Search and Rescue
• 	 Air Crash Response in Remote Environments
• 	 Severe Weather Support (Snow, Storm and Flood)
• 	 Missing Person Search in Non-Mountain Environments
• 	 Swift Water Rescue (Not all teams)
• 	 Animal Rescue in Remote Environments (Not all teams)

IMRA operates as a co-operative association of the teams that works 
on consensus for the best interest of the teams and the casualty. Each 
team has developed administrative and operational practices based 
on their experience of working in their local communities and terrain. 
IMRA respects the tradition of each team and at the same time looks 
to identify opportunities to benefit all teams and to promote practices 
developed by one team which will benefit all teams. It works with the 

teams to offer national events to aid and assist in the development of the 
teams. These events include:

• 	 National Conference and AGM (hosted by and rotated amongst 
the teams) 

• 	 National Operation (“Reek Sunday", Croagh Patrick, Co. Mayo, 
the last Sunday in July) and

• 	 A number of national training courses which in 2009 will 
include a Team Leader Course, Party Leader Course and Search 
Management Course.

At the local level, each team also develops its own schedule of 
management meetings, training, and fundraising to make sure that its 
members are appropriately skilled and equipped when needed.

 
IMRA was founded in 1965 and over the years has established links with 
other agencies to ensure that it has the most up-to-date information 
and the necessary resources to respond to incidents. These links (in no 
particularly order) at a national level include:

•	 Order of Malta 
•	 Irish Red Cross
•	 Royal National Lifeboat Institute (RNLI)
•	 Irish Coast Guard (IRCG)
•	 HM Coastguard (NI)
•	 An Garda Síochána (AGS)
•	 Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI)
•	 Coillté
•	 National Park and Wildlife Service
•	 Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government
•	 Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs
•	 Department of Justice
•	 Department of Defence
•	 Air Accident Investigation Unit
•	 Irish Air Corps
•	 Royal Air Force
•	 Civil Defence
•	 Health Service Executive (HSE)
•	 Pre Hospital Emergency Care Council (PHECC)
•	 Bord Oiliúnt Sléibhe (BOS - the Irish Mountain Training Board)
•	 Mountaineering Ireland (MI) and
•	 Irish Cave Rescue Organisation (ICRO)

In addition to the national links, we have 
international links with the following 
Mountain Rescue organisations:-

•	 Österreicher Bergrettungsdienst (Austrian Mountain 
Rescue Service)

•	 Mountain Rescue Association (MRA, covering the USA)
•	 Mountain Rescue Committee of Scotland (MRC-S)
•	 Mountain Rescue England and Wales (MR-EW) and
•	 International Commission for Alpine Rescue (IKAR-CISA)
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The Irish Mountain Rescue 
Association (IMRA) is a 
representative body that 
allows the Twelve Mountain 
Rescue teams to work 
together to improve the 
services we offer to casualties 
on Irish mountains. The 
following report will touch 
on the large and varied 
body of work that has been 
undertaken by IMRA during 
the year. 

Can I take this opportunity to thank all 
of those members, Teams, Officers, our 
Development Officer, our stakeholders, 
financial supporters and the Irish 

and Northern Irish Authorities who continue to 
work tirelessly to support and develop the Irish 
Mountain Rescue Service.

A special note of recognition is warranted for 
the 350 volunteer members who make up the 
twelve Irish Mountain Rescue teams. Without 
these members and the support of their families 
the service could not exist.

This report is presented under the headings 
of Task, Process & Relationships. These headings 
reflect the role IMRA plays on behalf of its 
membership.

Review of the Tasks IMRA has 
carried out during 2008:

•	 Hosted our Annual Conference & AGM in 
Mayo 

•	 Issued a Calendar of Events for 2008
•	 Established a Training & Development 

Committee & a Medical Sub-Committee
•	 Compiled & Published the 2007 Incident 

Statistics Report
•	 Produced the 2007 Annual Report
•	 Produced three editions of our “Call Out” 

Magazine
•	 Launched our new Website  

www.mountainrescue.ie
•	 Secured & Administered a €40,000 

Development grant from the Irish Coast 
Guard

•	 National Fundraising Initiatives raised 
€20,000 through

•	 Online donations 
•	 Events
•	 Merchandise
•	 Supporter Memberships
•	 Produced Stock Graphics/Posters 

to promote Mountain Rescue
•	 Renewed Team Insurances

•	 Secured OSI Licence for electronic 
mapping

•	 Investigated new Search Management 
Opportunities

•	 Provided teams with Anti-Virus software.

Relationship Development 
Opportunities during 2008: 

•	 IMRA Conference weekend
•	 Croagh Patrick weekend of training 

workshops
•	 UK Mountain and Cave Rescue Conference 
•	 International Committee Alpine Rescue 

(ICAR) representation re-established
•	 Mountain Rescue Association of America 

(MRA) representation established
•	 Associate Membership of Mountaineering 

Council of Ireland 
•	 Presentation to Area Officers of the Irish 

Coast Guard service
•	 Representation at the National 

Coordinating Committee of Mountain and 
Cave Rescue.

•	 Representation at the Northern Ireland 
Mountain and Cave Rescue Coordinating 
Committee meetings

•	 Participation in Local & National Inter-
Team & Inter-Agency Search & Rescue 
events.

Process Development 
during 2008:
Existing Processes Continued in 2008

•	 Organisational meetings;
•	 AGM & Conference (Meetings & 

Workshops)
•	 Four Executive Committee meetings.
•	 Four Steering Committee meetings
•	 Coordinating Committee meetings
•	 Sub-Committee meetings (TDG & Medical 

Sub-Committees)
•	 Regular Officer meetings
•	 Stakeholder meetings
•	 Issued 2008 “Operational Contact List”

New Processes Developed and in 
Development during 2008

•	 Working on the following Service Level 
Agreements (SLA’s)

•	 Irish Coast Guard 
•	 Irish Air Corps 
•	 HSE (Ambulance Control Centres)
•	 Gardai 

•	 Launched on-line “Accounts Package”
•	 Launched “IMRA Small Grants Scheme 

to support Teams”
•	 Croagh Patrick Training Workshops 

Submissions to:
•	 Garda Training Review
•	 Garda Annual Review
•	 IRCG Helicopter Review

Looking Forward to 2009....
•	 Calendar of events for 2009
•	 On-line statistics recording module 
•	 Standard IMRA Collection Boxes
•	 Working on hosting the 2010 UK 

Mountain and Cave Rescue Conference in 
Dublin

•	 Team Assessment review
•	 International Mountain Rescue Day
•	 Funding IMRA going forward & annual 

Budget review
•	 Pursuing “Charity of the Year” status with 

national corporate partners
•	 Northern Ireland mapping Licence
•	 EU Exchange of Experts programme with 

the Austrian Mountain Rescue Service
•	 ICAR Conference in Zermatt, Switzerland
•	 MRA 50th Anniversary Conference at Mt. 

Hood, Oregon USA
•	 Upgrading the Northern Ireland Teams 

Personal Accident Insurance
•	 Further research on Medical Statistics 

Analysis
•	 New Teams seeking to join IMRA
•	 Preparing for a new Chairman in 2010
•	 More fun and enjoyment...
•	 Plenty of work...
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Chairman’s Annual Report
IMRA Chairman, Liam McCabe
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TEAM ANNUAL ACTIVITY REPORTS

Team Leader: Michael O’Malley

Team Leader’s introduction
We have had the privilege of having teams from all over the 
island of Ireland and abroad on the Reek this year. The Air Corps 
were present again and did an outstanding job. We made use of 
the IMRA repeater for the first time and it made a significant 
contribution to a serious incident on the front side of the 
mountain. I would like to thank all the members of the mountain 
rescue family for there assistance over the Reek weekend. As a 
national group we help ensure the safety of 30,000 people on the 
mountain. This is a live operation with all its surprises and pitfalls, 
we could not do it without your support. We hope to see you all 
here again in 2009. 

Development activities in 2008
Mayo MRT were involved in 20 call outs during 2008. The 
majority of incidents (14 out of 20) were based on Croagh 
Patrick.

The team completed its team assessment in April of 2008.
Our current team strength stands at 39 members comprising 

31 males and 8 females.
We had a major first in July 2008 when one of our members 

Anne Marie Tiernan became the first mother on the team after 
giving birth to a baby boy. 

Development plans in 2009
We have recruited 9 new members for 2009 who commenced 
training in December 2008.

We are in the process of applying for charitable status which 
we hope to attain in early 2009.

Our Chair Shane McGuiire has served the maximum of 3 
terms and so we will be getting a new chair person at our AGM 
in Feb.

All existing team members are trained up to a first aid level of 
at least REC 3 and two more members in addition to 5 existing 
members will be trained to Wilderness EMT level in Feb.

Mayo team will, as usual oversee the Croagh Patrick (Reek 
Sunday) pilgrimage in July.

Awards/grants received
Coast Guard/DOT grant, Shell Ireland
 
Members who received a Distinguished 
Service Award at the 2008 Conference 
(In Mayo) 
Ollie Geraghty

MAYO MRT

The annual Croagh Patrick pilgrimage in full swing

Team Name	  
Mayo MRT

Team Charity Number	
not available yet

Year team was established	
1984

Team Web Address 
www.mayomrt.com

Team Postal Address 
PO Box 40, Westport 
Co Mayo

Chair 
Shane Maguire

Secretary 
Mary Walsh

Treasurer 
Dave Fahy

PRO 
Peter Jordan

Equipment Officer 
Pat O’Hora

Training Officer 
James McKintyre

Team Leader 
Michael O’Malley

Deputy Team Leaders	
Paul Feeney
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Team Leader’s introduction
Ann Fitzpatrick has been Team Leader since 
2006. Ann previously held the position of 
deputy team leader and secretary. Ann works 
as a Wildlife Ranger in the Wicklow Mountains 
National Park, which makes her ideally located 
to deal with the majority of incidents that 
occur in the Wicklow area.

Development activities 
in 2008
The Team focused on its medical skills early 
in the year and successfully put 7 members 
through the IRCS EMFR scheme. The technical 
rescue panel worked hard to develop 
protocols for safe operating procedures. The 
Team passed a milestone by celebrating 
25 years serving Co. Wicklow. An event was 
held to mark the event on Nov 21st in the 
Glendalough Hotel. This event was launched 
by 7 summiteer Ian McKeever, and included a 
talk by McKeever, Team Leader Ann Fitzpatrick 
and an exhibition celebrating the 25 years of 
the Team and agencies with whom they work.

The Team progressed further in its bid 
to secure a permanent home and the first 
mountain rescue base on the east coast by 
securing planning permission and a site in 
Trooperstown, Laragh.

GLEN OF IMAAL MRT

Team Name: Glen of Imaal

Team Charity Number: CHY10412

Year team was established: 1983

Team Web Address 
www.wicklowmountainrescue.ie

Team Postal Address 
c/o Glendalough Post Office, Laragh, 
Co Wicklow

Chair: Mark Casciani

Secretary: Dave Buckley

Treasurer: Sean Byrne

PRO: Cindy Doyle

Equipment Officer: Ivan Mahon

Training Officer: Aaron Byrne

Team Leader: Ann Fitzpatrick

Deputy Team Leaders: Dave Bonus, 
Mark Casciani

GOI MRT Committee & DTLs
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Team Leader’s introduction
It’s been an exceptionally busy year for the team callout wise. 
We had 3 callouts in the space of a week in March, which would 
have been a first for the team. The team also took delivery of 
our new vehicle, which will greatly enhance the way our team 
operates. Work is ongoing at the moment in the final kitting out 
of this.

Development activities in 2008
Two very successful recruitment campaigns have been carried 
out over the last 18 months with our latest 6 recruits progressing 
through training nicely. This year was noticeably busier for the 
team with a big increase in callouts but all operations were 
carried out to a successful conclusion. This has helped us in our 
fund raising efforts of late as the general public are more aware 
of us and what we do.

Development plans in 2009
Plans for 2009 include the final fitting out of our new van and 
hopefully finding a secure home for it. Training of our new 
recruits will be ongoing to June at which time team numbers will 
be at a comfortable operating level

Awards/grants received
Grant received this year was a Coast Guard Capital Grant for our 
new van which we received in late November.

Acknowledgement and thanks 
to donors and supporters
Two sponsors to mention are Halfords and O2. Halfords donated 
a Sat Nav for our new van along with some other items needed 
in our final kitting out.
O2 donated a mobile phone and wireless broadband unit

Members who received a Distinguished 
Service Award at the 2008 Conference 
(In Mayo)
Liam & Fran Lynch. Two long serving members who retired a few 
years ago.

Top: Trevor Lindsay (Team Leader), 
bottom: Alan Sayers (Deputy TL)
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SLIGO LEITRIM MRT

Team Name	  
Sligo Leitrim MRT

Team Charity Number	
CHY17886

Year team was established	
1976

Team Web Address 
none at present

Team Postal Address 
Fiona Gallagher, 
4 Burton Street, Sligo

Chair 
N/A

Secretary 
Fiona Gallagher

Treasurer 
Matthias Ruedel

PRO 
Alan Sayers

Equipment Officer 
Tim Roderick

Training Officer 
Tim Roderick

Team Leader 
Trevor Lindsay

Deputy Team Leaders	
Alan Sayers

The Team website also saw an overhaul, 
a fresher, slicker site is now on offer with 
private members site for internal documents, 
correspondence and calendars.

Development plans in 2009
2009 will see the Glen Team embark on the 
most exciting part of our new rescue base 
project with the start of the actual build process. 
A detailed 3 year plan has been designed by our 
project manager which will culminate with the 
opening of the building. To support this project 
we have to raise a very large amount of money! 
Some funding has been identified but a large 
portion will come from fundraising events.

It is very important for the health of the 
Team that the fundraising efforts do not hinder 
member’s commitment to training and smooth 
operation of the Team. With this in mind the 
fundraising committee is endeavouring to 
outsource fundraising projects as much as 
possible. A series of events are already planned 
for the year ahead.

We are currently reviewing our technical 
rescue safe operating procedures; this will form 
an integral part of our training efforts for 2009. 
We will also be concentrating on revalidation 
of swift water rescue technician qualifications. 
First Aid, as ever, will continue to be a priority, 
with an upskilling of EMFR’s to EMT level and 
hopefully new EMFR’s coming on stream.

Awards/grants received
The Glen Team receives an annual grant from 
Wicklow County Council.

Acknowledgement and thanks 
to donors and supporters
Mitsubisihi Ireland have renewed their support 
and commitment to the Team by offering the 
use of an L200 4 wheel drive vehicle for 2009. 
This will replace the 08 model and will be fully 
kitted out with team livery. The L200 provides 
invaluable support as a first response vehicle, 
based in West Wicklow in the vicinity of the 
Glen Of Imaal.
The Team also acknowledges the ongoing 
support of the hill walking clubs and the 
communities of Co. Wicklow, particularly Laragh 
and Glenmalure, for their continued support 
and patience with our bi-annual flag weekend in 
Glendalough.

Members who received a 
Distinguished Service Award 
at the 2008 Conference (In 
Mayo)
Hannah Cuddy, John O’Reilly, Dave Nagle

Additional Information
 The Glen Team are recruiting new members 
in 2009. Prerequisites are: Mountain skills 
qualification, reside in Wicklow or East Kildare, 
be available for weekly training and callouts. 
For more information please contact www.
wicklowmountainrescue.ie

GLEN OF IMAAL MRT
2008 Annual Report | Pg 7 of 16

Sligo Leitrim MRT bring a casualty off Croagh 
Patrick during the 2008 Reek Pilgrimage
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The level of funding 
available to teams 
each year makes it 
difficult to plan for 
long-term large-
scale strategic 
purchases such as 
replacement vehicles 
or the establishment 
of team bases/
rescue posts.

"Thanks goes out to the 16 
people who came to my 
aid. Thanks to all Amen" 
Casualty rescued from 
Carrauntoohil, Co. Kerry in 2005

 
"Just after the accident 
I was contemplating a 
cold night on a mountain 
with a broken leg - not 
a pleasant prospect. 
The Mourne Mountain 
Rescue Team is to be 
congratulated for a very 
professional exercise. They 
all knew what to do and 
were very enthusiastic 
and positive from the 
beginning." 
Casualty rescued from Slieve Donard, 
Co. Down in 2007

 
"Those of you who know 
me, will know speaking 
on radio or in public really 
goes against the grain for 
me, but it's worth it to say 
thanks and highlight what 
a totally professional and 
genuinely decent bunch of 
people we have operating 
in the MRTs. They fought 
through the night to get us 
in horrendous conditions; 
putting themselves at risk 
voluntarily to come to 
the aid of two stranded 
climbers and for that I'll 
be in their debt always." 
Casualty rescued from Lugnaquillia, 
Co. Wicklow in 2009

350 volunteers,
12 rescue teams, 
1 mission: 
Guiding You Home

In 2008, IMRA volunteers 
provided over 14,200 
person-hours or the 
equivalent of 1,775 working 
days dealing with incidents. 
These figures do not take 
into consideration time 
spent training, fundraising 
or organising/managing the 
teams.

IMRA teams provide a 
24 hours a day x
7 days a week x
365 days a year 

voluntary emergency service

Demand and need 
for the teams 
has, in general, 
increased in the 
last 5 years. This 
is expected to 
continue as the 
general population 
look for relatively 
low-cost leisure 
pastimes.

These guidelines show how the elements of The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service visual identity can be used to achieve maximum
awareness. These guidelines must be followed as closely as possible.

About The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, which is made annually, recognises and
rewards excellence in voluntary activities carried out by groups in the community.

The Queen announced the Award in 2002 to mark the occasion of her Golden Jubilee.
The Award is given every year in recognition of outstanding achievement by
groups of two or more people in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands and Isle of
Man who volunteer their own time to enhance and improve the quality of life and
opportunity for individuals or other groups in the community.

The Logo
The logo should not be redrawn or reconstituted. The QAVS Office will provide it on
request to winning groups by email, as hardcopy artwork or, on a CD.

Within text
When referred to in text, The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service should appear in
lower case with initial capitals ie The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. The font
used should be Myriad or if unobtainable, Arial.

The Unsung Heroes logo can be used as it is or, the following wording can be
added below it.

Where to use the Unsung Heroes Logo
You may wish to use the logo on stationery (letterheads, envelopes, compliment
slips), publications, banners, noticeboards, website, T-shirts or even on transport
(minibuses, vans, ambulances, boats) etc…

unsung heroes unsung heroes

The Queen’s Award for
Voluntary Service 2008

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

UnsungHeroes guidelines page2.pdf   18/05/2005   14:37:57

IMRA member, John Dowd, summits Everest in May

IMRA launch
es updated

 website

Mourne members in front of B
uckingham Palace after the 

team was awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service

SARDA gets a new search dog. 
Catriona Lucas and her dog, Zach, 
receive the coveted “Search Dog” 
tag for Zach’s collar
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Teams receive 20-50% of their 
annual operating costs through 
government grants. This 
percentage varies depending 
on the size of the team and 
how busy they are. The rest of 
their operating costs have to be 
covered through fundraising.

In 2008, IMRA teams were 
called out on 214 seperate 
incidents. From these 214 
incidents, 265 uninjured 
people, 88 injured people 
and 13 fatalities were 
handled by the teams.

Mourne members in front of B
uckingham Palace after the 

team was awarded the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service

Some MR teams provide stand-by coverage for a number of charity 
events including “Hands Up Errigal”. Photo courtesy of Declan Doherty/Donegal News

Over 20 IMRA members attended the 75thAnniversery of Mountain Rescue in the UK

IMRA teams search for and locate missing light plane

IMRA attends IKAR. Left to Right - Mark Flynn and Chris England

Teams deploy onto Croagh Patrick. 30,000 pilgrims on the one mountain in a single day!

IMRA teams come together for our N
ational 

Operation on Croagh P
atrick

NWMRT gets new Land Rovers

The AGS Hill Walking and Canoeing Club walk the Wicklow Way to raise funds for the Laura Lynn Foundation and IMRA



Team Chair Ed Kilgore MBE during his 
speech at the recent Civic Reception 
in Stormont Buildings Belfast where 
the Mourne Team was officially 
presented with the Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service. Pictured on right 
are members present on the night.

Team Name: Mourne MRT

Team Charity Number: 
XR 82794

Year team was established: 1962

Team Web Address: 
www.mmrt.org.uk

Team Postal Address 
C/o PSNI Station, Central 
Promenade, Newcastle, Co.Down

Chair: Ed Kilgore MBE

Secretary: Jeremy Purdy

Treasurer: Suzy Carson

PRO: Ed Kilgore MBE

Equipment Officer: 
Ian McCracken

Training Officer: 
Dave Goddard

Team Leader: Panel of 9 
Co-Ordinators
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Team Chair’s introduction
The Mourne Team which was the first civilian 
team in Ireland formed in 1962 continues to 
grow with new members coming on board. The 
existing members are willing and keen to get 
involved in helping to train these people to help 
drive the team forward. Development in new 
methods/techniques and with new technology 
and equipment has given a lift to the team. 
With the new funding sourced through the 
development grant the team now knows it has 
secure funds for the next three years.

Development activities in 
2008
Development has been on two main fronts:
1. 	We have been developing our technical 

capability based around the Troll system. 
A considerable amount of work has gone 
into reconsidering all aspects of casualty 
recovery not just high angle stretcher lowers. 
The development group are currently in the 
process of rolling out the systems to the rest 
of the team.

2. 	We have taken delivery of our Support 
vehicle and GPS radio’s which are now being 
commissioned. Using these resources will 
make a considerable difference to the way we 
are able to operate.

Development plans in 2009
The coming year will see a continued 
development of the work undertaken in the 
preceding twelve months. In particular, use of the 
Support vehicle needs to be consolidated with 
developments into greater use of computer and 
related technologies.

Awards/grants received
A Northern Bank Community Award to purchase 
a data projector and laptops for use in training 
and tracking.

The Team was awarded the Queens Award for 
Voluntary Service in June the equivalent of an 
MBE

Capital grant from DCAL for our Support 
vehicle and GPS equipped Simoco radios.

Development grant; we got seventy thousand 
Pounds spread over the next three years from a 
total grant of two hundred and fifty thousand 
shared between the NWMRT, MMRT and ICRO

Members who received a 
Distinguished Service Award 
at the 2008 Conference  
(In Mayo) 
David Goddard

Acknowledgement and thanks 
to donors and supporters
Northern Bank. Sport N I and Department of 
Culture Arts & Leisure.

Additional Information
Our thanks go to Kenny Roberts and Rob Brookes 
for all their help with setting up our GPS tracking 
system. Sport NI staff who assisted in filling in 
forms which resulted in us gaining funding for 
our Support vehicle and the development grant 

MOURNE MRT
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Team Leader’s introduction
• 	 A busy year with 51 call-outs, particularly 

around the Christmas period. 
•	 The team had two major searches 

involving multiple MRTs and agencies. 
•	 The team launched their new base in 

Roundwood Garda Station continued 
deployment of the GPS radio system.

Development activities 
in 2008
• 	 The team had a number of key 

developments in 2008 including the 
opening of our Base, the first in Wicklow.

• 	 The team put into use our newly acquired 
Opel Antara from Airside Opel which is 
primarily a troop carrier. All insurance was 
covered by AXA insurance for its first year 
of service.

• 	 The GPS radio system was rolled out 
successfully over 3 large events, including 
2 major searches and Reek Sunday.

DUBLIN & WICKLOW MRT

Team Name: Dublin & Wicklow 
Mountain Rescue Team

Team Charity Number: 10148

Year team was established: 1984

Team Web Address: www.dwmrt.ie

Team Postal Address 
C/O Roundwood Garda Station 
Roundwood, Co. Wicklow

Chair: Fearghal Bracken

Secretary: David Williams

Treasurer: Gen Ward

PRO: Paul Gilbert

Equipment Officer: Paul Lynch

Training Officer: Mark Flynn

Team Leader: Mark Flynn

Deputy Team Leaders: Chris England 
Kenny Roberts, David Butler, Gen Ward
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• 	 The Team continued to train on a regular 
basis attending 22 events throughout the 
year including sending ~15 members on an 
ITLS first aid course.

• 	 The Great Outdoors cemented their 
connection and came on board as our 
primary corporate sponsor.

Development plans in 2009
•  	 Continue to evolve our current base in 

Roundwood Garda Station.
•  	 12 Members will be attending a Winter 

Rescue Skills course in Bulgaria in March.
•  	 Specialised Training – A number of team 

members are pursuing training to EMT 
level.

•  	 Continued deployment of the GPS radio 
systems in large scale searches.

Awards/grants received
Marine Ministerial Letter of Appreciation for 
Meritorious Service.
(Call-out 17th September 2006 – 
Glenmacnass Waterfall Co. Wicklow)

Acknowledgement and 
thanks to donors and 
supporters
Great Outdoors
Airside Opel/AXA Insurance 
ISRT - Industrial Safety and Rescue Techniques
Harvey Maps

DUBLIN & WICKLOW MRT
Team Chair’s introduction
In 2008 I had the honour of being elected as chairperson of 
the Galway team. I have found the role to be rewarding and 
challenging in equal measure. I am extremely lucky in that I am 
surrounded by a strong committee and group of deputy team 
leaders with a wealth of experience.

Galway MRT contiunues to look to the future and seek 
opportunities to improve the level of service we provide. We are 
mindful that our members have many other commitments and 
look to make effective use of the time that they so generously 
donate.

On behalf of the members of Galway MRT I would like to 
thank all those who supported us in 2008 and we look forward to 
working with you in 2009.

Development activities in 2008
In 2008 Galway MRT set about updating its public image. A 
new logo was designed to be used on all team clothing and 
documents. A series of talks to local walking clubs served to 
increase the teams profile and promote greater awareness of 
mountain safety.  A simpler, more user friendly website was 
introduced. In conjunction with this the process of attracting 
and recruiting new members was reviewed. Several changes were 
introduced resulting in the largest number of applications to join 
the team in several years.

Development plans in 2009
In 2009 Galway MRT will work to develop and introduce a 
new aspirant training programme. It is hoped to build on the 
improvements in the   recruitment process introduced in 2008 in 
order to increase the retention of new recruits.

A new training model will be explored in 2009. The focus 
will be to increase the amount of hands on practical training 
conducted during the year. The driving force behind developing 
this new model is to provide opportunites for members to 
maintain and develop their skills while making the best use of 
the time they are volunteering.

Awards/grants received
€500 under EBS Building Society Supporting Volunteers 
programme

Acknowledgement and thanks 
to donors and supporters
HSE West, Galway County Council, Galway City Council
Galway City VEC, Galway County VEC, EBS Building Society
People of Galway City and County

Top: Ronan Concannon (Team Leader)
Bottom: Galway MRT during recent training

GALWAY MRT

Team Name	  
Galway Mountain 
Rescue Team

Team Charity Number	
None

Year team was established	
1980

Team Web Address 
www.gmrt.ie

Team Postal Address 
37 Carraig Mor, Lackagh 
Turloughmore, Galway

Chair 
Ronan Concannon

Secretary 
Catherine Enright

Treasurer 
Brendan Noonan

PRO 
John Bourke

Equipment Officer 
Mark Lang

Training Officer 
Alan Carr

Team Leader 
Ronan Concannon

Deputy Team Leaders	
Stephen McGrath, Mark 
Lang, Tony Daley, Ronan 
Waters, Pat McDonnell
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Team Chair: Gerry Christie

Team Chair’s introduction
2008, while being relatively quiet in call-out terms compared to 
recent years was nonetheless a busy year for KMRT. Our technical 
and training committees were very active in their respective roles 
while our treasurer worked tirelessly to secure an increased level 
of PA insurance for members. 

A number of fund raising activities were undertaken and the 
people of Kerry and beyond were generous in their donations and 
we thank them for their continued support. 

As I step down after five years as Chair, I do so in the 
knowledge that KMRT is in a healthy position, well placed to 
meet any challenges it may face in the future. 

Development activities in 2008
The Technical Committee carried out a complete review of our 
technical rescue systems. Final report with recommendations will 
issue in 2009.

Work continued on developing training modules to a best 
practice standard.

Negotiations with our insurers resulted in the team securing a 
higher level of personal accident cover for members. This level of 
cover now stands at €2.5m.

Development plans in 2009
Work will continue on reviewing our technical rescue systems 
and implementing any recommendations.

Development of training modules will also continue.
The team will liase with other bodies in our area e.g. Civil 

Defence, Coastguard teams, forging stronger links for our mutual 
benefit.

Awards/grants received
Capital grant from IRCG as part funding for the purchase of Land 
Rover Ambulance.

Members who received a Distinguished 
Service Award at the 2008 Conference 
(In Mayo) 
Tim Long, Tim Murphy & Don Murphy (SARDA)

Acknowledgement and thanks 
to donors and supporters
We acknowledge all our sponsors personally and via our web site. 
We wish to thank all those who sponsored us in 2008 and look 
forward to your continued support in 2009.

KERRY MRT

Team Name	  
Kerry MRT

Team Charity Number	
CHY10607

Year team was established	
1966

Team Web Address 
www.kerrymountain 
rescue.ie

Team Postal Address 
New Road, Killarney 
Co. Kerry

Chair 
Gerry Christie

Secretary 
Mick Long

Treasurer 
Liam Ryan

PRO 
Brendan Coffey

Equipment Officer 
John O Sullivan

Training Officer 
Cathal Cudden

Team Leader 
Richard Stack

Deputy Team Leaders	
Jimmy Laide, Mike Sandover

Team Chair’s introduction
SARDA has 13 dog teams currently in 
training with 2 dog teams on the call-
out list and about 3 teams approaching 
assessment level. Some 2-3 years are spent 
in training a dog up to assessment level 

SARDA

Team Name: Search and Rescue Dog 
Association (Ireland)

Team Charity Number: CHY11172

Year team was established: 1987

Team Web Address 
www.sardaireland.com

Team Postal Address 
None

Chair: Tim Clesham

Secretary: Jarlath Folan

Treasurer: Martin Boner

PRO: Liz Alderton

Equipment Officer: Caitriona Lucas

Training Officer: Trevor Hornibrook
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Tim Clesham (Chair) and Broc during winter training



Development activities in 2008
Building relationships in the local community by working with 
community groups such as the Scouts.

Development plans in 2009
The focus in 2009 is on evaluating the current direction of the 
Team, while reflecting on the types of call-outs we are involved 
in. We are looking at developing the skills base of the team and 
matching our resources to the tasks and challenges of serving 
the community. 

Acknowledgement and thanks 
to donors and supporters
John O’ Shea of The Slip Inn for a donation of Hi-Vis vests.
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TRAMORE CLIFF &  MRA

Team Name	  
Tramore Cliff & Mountain 
Rescue Association

Team Charity Number	
CHY10412

Year team was established	
1978

Team Web Address 
www.cliffrescue.ie

Team Postal Address 
2 Bramble Court, Tramore 
Co. Waterford

Chair 
Dave Keane

Secretary 
Margaret Carroll

Treasurer 
Tom Pfeifer

PRO 
Margaret Carroll

Equipment Officer 
Dave Keane

Training Officer 
Mario McRory 

Team Leader 
Robert Hennessy

Deputy Team Leaders	
Raymond Cowman

and members commit to many hours of 
weekly training locally. National training 
will continue during 2009 and there is a 
need for people to act as missing persons 
for the purpose of training the dogs. This is 
a great opportunity for members of other 
IMRA teams to observe the dogs working 
and perceive how effective they are. It is 
also hoped thereby to encourage more IMRA 
members to consider training a dog with 
SARDA.

Development activities 
in 2008
SARDA’s dog teams, all trained to exactly 
the same high standard of searching and 
indication, were called out for searches 
on 6 occasions during 2008 with dogs 
usually used to search peripheral areas. One 
operation proved the value of deploying a 
dog to the most likely search area with the 
casualty being quickly located for the rescue 
team. To raise awareness of the value of 
dogs in locating missing people a mailing 
campaign to Gardai stations was initiated 
in autumn 2008. Already significantly more 
use has been made of dog teams and, as dog 
teams prove their worth, it is hoped that 
many more people may be helped in the 
future. 

Development plans in 2009
SARDA will continue to train dog teams 
equipped to work with mountain rescue 
personnel in any terrain. 80% of call-outs 
in the last 2 years were for searches for 
missing, confused and disorientated people 
lost in areas of foothills, farmland, riverside, 
shore side and forest. SARDA’s priority is 
to increase the number of operational dog 
teams and therefore some members are 
making themselves available to train dogs 
and develop expertise searching such terrain. 
Their commitment is the same – that others 
may live – but they are able, owing to family 
or personal circumstances, to contribute 
more by focussing on such searches.

SARDA
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