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Postal Address: 


SportHQ


13 Joyce Way


Park West Business Park


Dublin 12





Phone Numbers:


023-8859822 (national)


+353-882359822 (int’l)





Website: 


www.mountainrescue.ie





Objectives: 


To assess & keep under review the requirements of mountain rescue services. 


To establish mountain rescue services as required to benefit the public, &


To act as a central organisation in liaison with civil & service authorities.





MRI Member Teams:


Donegal MRT


North West MRT


Mourne MRT


Dublin & Wicklow MRT


Glen of Imaal MRT


South Eastern MRA


Tramore Cliff & MRT


Kerry MRA


Galway MRT


Mayo MRT


Sligo Leitrim MRT


Search & Rescue Dogs Association (SARDA).





MRI Member of:


International Commission for Alpine Rescue (IKAR)


National Co-ordinating Committee for Mountain & Cave Rescue (Dept. of Transport)


Northern Ireland Mountain Cave & Cliff Rescue Co-ordinating Committee (NI Sports Council)





MRI Affiliated to:


Austrian Mountain Rescue Service


Mountain Rescue Association (USA)


Mountain Rescue Committee for Scotland


Mountain Rescue England & Wales





Established:


1965





Charity Number:


CHY 10412 








MOUNTAIN RESCUE IRELAND














2009 activity summary.   For immediate distribution & publication; July 25th 2010. 


Background


12 mountain teams operate within Ireland, 2 in the North & 10 in the South. 


365 volunteers are involved; all personal time is unpaid. 


13,642 person-hours [7.5 working years] were consumed in search & rescue in 2009. 


Training & fundraising multiply that time commitment at least by a factor of two.


Total running costs approach €700,000 - about 45% of which is state funded.


The shrinking economy has seen State funding reduce by 10%.


Voluntary financial support – while still generous has fallen by a greater margin. 


2009 was the busiest year to date; activity increasing by 38% on 2008.


There were 296 incidents, assistance being given to 570 people. 


55 people were seriously injured – there were 10 fatalities.


There were 59 stretcher evacuations with an average carry distance of 1.9 Kilometers.


The longest stretcher carry was 5 Kilometers. 


Casualty evacuation by helicopter was recorded in 49 incidents. 


Lower limb injuries were again the most common injury at 33% of injuries. 


Serious injuries - as detailed below - were stabilised before evacuation. 


Increased activity occurred with severe winter weather; August was also busy. 


37% of all operations were searches.


Planning & preparation are essentials of mountain safety, they are not always evident.


Injury types reported


Head & spinal injuries�
8�
Lower limb fractures/dislocations�
48�
�
Abdominal & chest injuries�
4�
Upper limb fractures/dislocations�
5�
�
Serious multiple fractures�
2�
Minor cuts & bruises�
8�
�
Pelvic fractures�
3�
Other/unknown�
38�
�
Serious lacerations�
3�
Total less seriously injured�
99�
�
Heart attacks�
7�
(Cases of Hypothermia                         44)�
�
Other medical injuries/conditions�
28�
�
�
Total seriously injured�
55�
Uninjured people assisted�
416�
�
Activity by day & month (%)


�
Mon�
Tue�
Wed�
Thu�
Fri�
Sat�
Sun�
�
% �
11.8�
10.2�
8.2�
10.2�
13.6�
24�
22�
�
Jan�
Feb�
Mar�
Apr�
May�
Jun�
Jul�
Aug�
Sep�
Oct�
Nov�
Dec�
�
8.4�
11.0�
6.0�
5.5�
7.0�
7.9�
7.0�
11.7�
9.4�
6.5�
6.0�
13.6�
�
Incidents by recent year


Year�
2004�
2005�
2006�
2007�
2008�
2009�
�
Incidents�
176�
177�
229�
201�
214�
296�
�
Fatalities�
11.�
12�
10�
11�
13�
10�
�
Incidents by team


Donegal�
54�
Kerry�
36�
SARDA*�
22�
�
Dublin Wicklow�
62�
Mayo�
46�
Sligo Leitrim  �
13   �
�
Galway�
12�
Mourne�
35�
South East �
22�
�
Glen of Imaal�
62�
North West�
33�
Tramore�
6�
�
*Search & Rescue Dogs Association.


Mountain Rescue Ireland is launching a new nationally recognisable donation box; to address funding shortfalls that threaten long term mountain rescue viability. Please refer to the accompanying “donation box” press release.


 





Gerry Christie, PRO, Mountain Rescue Ireland, 087 2975066
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